GCSE – OF MICE AND MEN

N.B.  Revision Powerpoints are available for each section.
Most pupils will:  have a secure knowledge of “Of Mice and Men”. They will be able to begin to make personal responses to the novel, commenting on devices used and their effects, and have a clear understanding of the characters, plot and themes which will relate to examination questions.
Some pupils will not have progressed so far and will: have a general understanding of the plot and characters of the novel and will be able to identify novels’ general themes.

Some pupils will have progressed further and will: be able to make a sustained and insightful personal exploration of the novel and its themes, character and relation to the historical context.  They will be able to make critical, focussed and sensitive comments about the stylistic features of the novel and will be able to evaluate their effects.
	Learning objectives:
	Activities:
	Resources:

	· Introduce the social and historical context of the novel

· Introduction to the theme of the American Dream
	· Give brief introduction into the background of the author, and context and setting of the book
	· Powerpoint on social and historical setting.

· The depression sheet

	· To explore the behaviour and motivation of characters
	· Teacher reads from pages 1-18. Class discussion: Raise questions; what are the characters like, how do we know this? How do we know that Lennie is simple, is it his treatment, or the way he is described? Etc… Focus on the language in the text.

· In pairs: Discuss the relationship between Lennie and George and write down findings, incorporating short quotes from the text.

· Individual: Each person will adopt either, Lennie's or George's point of view, and using their previous notes will write in character about their feelings for one another. HOMEWORK: Finish off writing and redraft in best for next lesson.
	Character outline – lennie
Character outline - george

	· To engage with the language of the text and extend knowledge of characterisation.
	· Re-read the opening paragraphs in the novel and discuss the effective use of description, especially adjectives.  Pupils fill out effective opening sheet.

· Points to draw out while reading:

1) tranquillity of setting     

2) timelessness of scene    

3) obvious importance of nature as a backdrop to the action

4) appearance of George and Lennie     

5) their apparent personalities and relationship     

6) the importance of Lennie’s habit of petting things    

7) their migrant worker situation – nomadic.

Teacher and class read pages 18-39: Teacher discusses the use of dialogue and characterisation in the text. How do George and Lennie fit with what we already know about American migrant workers?


	· Powerpoint on character relationships in opening pages.
· Appearance of characters

· Effective opening sheet.

	· To engage with the language of the text and extend knowledge of characterisation.
	· Teacher and class re-read pages 18-39: Teacher discusses the use of dialogue and characterisation in the text.

· Points to draw out:

1) The dynamics of George and Lennie’s relationship – parent/child/friend

2) Humour, tenderness, 

3) How George needs Lennie too.

4) Identify the features of their dream

5) How their dream fits in with the American historical context.

6) The ominous nature of George’s direction to Lennie to look around and know where to hide if he is in trouble.
	The dream sheet

	·  Understand what the living conditions of migrant workers were like.
	· Shared re- reading to 17- 21 “I ain’t got the poop no more.”  Draw out the fact that Candy is one-handed – barely any compensation from accident on the ranch.

· In pairs- brainstorm what we see of the bunkhouse, including its contents.

· Whole class – Read the paragraph about Crooks.  Draw out the treatment he received.  Pg 21 - “Yes sir.  Jesus, we had fun.  They let the nigger come in that night…”

· Whole class – Read to the top of page 26, to the entrance of Curley.
· In pairs – make a list of 8 quotations that show the power the Boss has over George and Lennie, making a comment on what each shows.  Set this out as a two-column table.
· What more have we seen of the life of a migrant worker?
	

	· To analyse and discuss alternative interpretations in the context of character
	· Whole class: Explain to whole class that we all view people differently. For example, "your mum is viewed differently by you than your friends"; "George's view of Lennie is different to the boss's". Point out that Steinbeck does not penetrate any of his characters thoughts, we only understand them via their attitudes, feelings, words, actions, and through other characters.

· Group: divide class into groups. Hand each group a red card with a character's name written on it. Provide the each group with magazines and drawing equipment. Ask the groups to collate images that represent the essence of their character and stick them onto a collage.

· Individually: Ask each pupil to pick a character (not the one that they have just worked on) and write 3 lines that sum up their view of that character.

· Group: The teacher collects the written information and divides the class into their original groups. These groups are given the written information for their previous character and are asked to place them onto the collage as well.

· Whole class: Look at all the different points of view and discuss the differences and similarities between the written work and the images. What does this reveal about the characters?
· Homework: Write a passage from the omniscient point of view in which you reveal Lennie's most inner thoughts when he first meets Curley's wife.  Consider how this P.O.V. alters the character. Does it empower etc.?
	Character PEE sheet

	· Understand the roles Slim and Curley represent the roles of hero and villain in the novel.
	· Whole class - shared reading of pages 34 (“A tall man stood in the doorway.”) - 39

· Whole class – discussion of students’ first impressions of Slim.

· In pairs – students have met both Curley and Slim by the end of the chapter.  Task: Explain how they represent the villain and the hero figures.  Look at:
1) What they say and how they address others

2) What their movements and gestures reveal

3) What others think about them

4) Their status or power over other men.
	Brahm’s definition of a hero and a villain.

	· To reflect on how characters are utilised to develop plot

	· Whole class: Teacher and volunteers read pages 40-69. Teacher explains the difference between dynamic and static characters.

· In pairs: Make a list of all the different kinds of relationships that have been revealed so far in the novel. Discuss if they are dynamic or static, support with evidence from the novel.

· Whole class: Discuss findings and relate to plot development.
	

	· Understand Steinbeck’s use of allegory
	· Whole class - shared reading of pages 40 (start of chapter 3) – 46 (“Well, let ‘im. He ain’t doin’ no harm out there.”)

· Draw out points:

1) Further background we learn about George and Lennie

2) Slim’s personality that comes out

3) Slim’s comments on migrant workers

4) Sympathy that the reader develops for Lennie

5) The confidence the two men share and the setting details that Steinbeck provides in which they can do it.

· Shared reading up to page 52 – “For a moment he continued to stare at the ceiling.  Then he rolled slowly over and faced  the wall and lay silent. (NB: it time must be allowed to read the whole of this section together – the tension is lost if there is a break at all.
· What do we think of Carlson?  His role?  The dynamics of the workers – NB: work through the fact that this is survival of the strongest, and that Slim could not disturb the natural order of survival.
· Candy’s dog’s shooting – how is this an allegory for the lives of the migrants?  What is Steinbeck telling us about the prospects of weaker characters?
	Definition of allegory.

	· Understand how Steinbeck increases a sense of tragedy.
	· Whole class – shared reading of 56 – 65 (“I ought to have shot that dog myself, George.  I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog.”).

· Pair work – discuss and note:

1) How is the dream becoming nearer to the truth?

2) Why is Candy so generously offering his own money too?

3) Are the migrants only buying a farm?  What else are they acquiring?

4) How is Candy similar to his own dog? (pg 63.)
· Whole class - Where are Slim and Curley?
· Whole class – Read the 65 onwards – the fight scene.  
Introduce / remind the students of the technique – juxtaposition. 
· Do you think that Lennie will get his rabbits?  Why / not?  What does the positioning of this fight scene straight after the extended dream conversation make you feel about the likelihood of their ever getting their dream?
	

	· To appreciate how work is done under exam conditions.
	Both Slim and Curley have a strong influence on the lives of the other characters in “Of Mice and Men”, but in very different ways.  How do you think we are meant to see them in comparison with each other?  You should consider:

· The first impressions we have of them and how they are described;

· The qualities of their character which they show;

· The way they treat others;

· How others see them;

· The reasons for the influence they have;

· Why Steinbeck includes them in the story (what do they add to the novel?).
	

	· Explore the character of Crooks and the theme of loneliness and the outsider.
	· Individually– Name four characters so far in the novel who could be said to be outsiders.

· In Pairs - Give a brief comment about why they are an outsider.

· Whole class – shared reading of the first five paragraphs of this chapter where Steinbeck’s narrative is very descriptive. 

· In pairs– list what we learn about Crooks.  List each of the items Steinbeck describes and note what these items reveal about Crooks’ character.

· Groups – In groups of 3, read bottom of 71 (Noiselessly, Lennie appeared in the open doorway and stood there looking in) – middle of 78 ( “He pulled himself painfully upright and moved toward the door. ‘That you Slim?’ he called.”). One student narrating and the other two reading the characters of Crooks and Lennie.
· What extra information have we learnt about Crooks and Lennie during their conversation? 
	Loneliness Lennie
Loneliness Crooks

	· Understand the relationship Crooks has with the other character
	· CW – Shared reading of pages 78 – 88 (end of chapter).
· Points to draw out:
1) Crooks’ similarity to Lennie and Candy and Curley’s wife – all outsiders;

2) His desire to also share in the dream

3) The timely interruption again of Curley’s wife.  Ominous that she comes in between the migrants and their dream.

4) What Curley’s wife says and thinks of her husband.

5) The way she treats Crooks and the way she can get away with it.

6) Why Crooks retracts his wish to join them in buying the farm

· How much power / status does Crooks have?  What future does he have?  Would his life be better without the Great Depression, or the same?
	Crooks – the man behind the colour.

	· Discuss the use of racial stereotypes and prejudice in novel.
· Analyse character, selecting appropriate evidence from text.. 
	“Crooks was a proud, aloof man.  He kept his distance and demanded other people kept theirs.”  This is how Crooks is described at the start of chapter four.  What does the reader learn about him by the end of the chapter?

· Whole class – discuss possible bullet points with the class and model an essay plan.

Differentiation

Hand out the following bullet points

1) How Crooks is forced to live differently to the other workers on the ranch;

2) Why he was hostile to Lennie to begin with and how this changes;

3) What he has in life to keep him going;

· In groups – students to be allocated a bullet point, either given or, as in higher ability groups, decided together, and then structure a paragraph in answer to it.  Select one group to write theirs on transparency.  Answers must include:
1) Topic sentence

2) Four points followed by short quotations

3) Follow up explanatory remarks after the quotations

4) An explained bigger idea / interpretation / supposition

5) A comment which links with other characters

6) A comment which relates Crooks to another theme or issue 

7) A concluding sentence

· Read out and share.
· Examine the answer on transparency – use OHT -  and relate it to the mark scheme
	

	· How Steinbeck’s use of sensory description adds to the action of his novel.
	· Whole class- Shared reading of Chapter 5 – 98.

· Whole class - During reading, draw out:

1) Where the other characters are

2) The other sides we see of Curley’s wife – how our view of her has changed.

3) The extent of Lennie’s true mentality

4) Curley’s wife’s and Lennie’s innocence

5) The theme of loneliness

· In pairs - highlight in different colours sounds, nature, light.
· Individually- Number each reference. For each, either as an annotation or in ex book, comment how the description adds to either the atmosphere; for instance of tragedy, reality creeping in, or timelessness
· Why is it effective to use sound as a recurring descriptive detail?  How?  How about light?

· Write a paragraph explaining how Steinbeck uses description of the setting to enhance the action of the novel.
	Copy of extract

	· Examine the way Steinbeck presents Curley’s wife.
	· In pairs– Discuss how was Curley’s wife’s death not entirely unexpected (foreshadowing, her appearance as a sign of conflict, the way she was spoken about / treated.
· Whole class - Look back at the description of Curley’s wife in death.  Discuss how she appears different to previous appearances.

· Whose viewpoint of her to date had we heard? (The men’s)  How was this different to the reality?

· Individually– note down descriptions of her / things that she says which lead us to have more sympathy for her.

· Read from 98 – end chapter
Who do we feel sorry for at the end of this chapter?  Sorriest for?  Least sorry for?
	

	· Understand Curley’s wife’s behaviour within her cultural context
	· Individually– in a two column grid, list all the positive and negative things about Curley’s wife, including all the things the men call her through the novel.

· Extend discussion with comments on the way women are presented in the novel.  The only other women are whores or Aunt Clara (matronly figure).

· Draw out, the fact that we don’t hear Steinbeck’s view of her, only the other men’s, until she dies at the end.

· Display and hand out copies of Steinbeck’s letter to Miss Luce. 

· In pairs– students to discuss what Steinbeck says of the character and whether or not this surprises them.  

· Individually - write two lists – things that Steinbeck says that they already knew, another to list what they have learnt from the letter about Curley’s wife that they didn’t already know. 

· Individually – for the second list, ask students to investigate the novel read so far and see where evidence for the new information can be located.
	Steinbeck’s letter

	· Develop and sustain interpretation of character, focussing on the role of women.
	ESSAY QUESTION

Although Curley’s Wife is not wholly likeable, she does have some positive qualities.  She gives Lennie the attention that he craves and strives to be accepted by the men.  Using what you know about her, plan an essay in response to the following question:

Do you sympathise with Curley’s Wife at the end of the novel?

· Copy and complete the table before attempting the question
	Essay sheet

	· Improve essy writing technique
· Select appropriate evidence from text to support viewpoints.
	· Whole class – shared reading of Chapter 6
· Whole class – discussion of the ending. Use the following as prompts:
1) Was there an alternative to killing Lennie?

2) Could he ever have survived?

3) Do you blame George?

4) Who do you blame?

5) How is the tragedy increased?

6) What do you think of Curley?  Carlson?  Why does Carlson get the last words of the novel – what’s the message / effect?

7) How did George get the gun?

8) Did Lennie die happy?

9) Why does the novel end as it began?

10) What do you think of the way George killed Lennie?  Sensitive?

11) How important are Slim’s comments at the end of the novel?
· What hope is there for George now?  What will he do now?  Remind the students of the opening words of Lennie and George, “I’ve got you and you’ve got me,” etc

· The novel “Of Mice and Men” is entirely pessimistic.  Ask students to make seven comments, agreeing, disagreeing or a combination of both on that subject.

· Write essay – was George right to shoot Lennie?
	Essay sheet

	· To consolidate understanding and make effective use of information and language in their own work.
	· Whole class: Teacher reads Robert Burn's poem "To a Mouse". The class analyse and summarise the poem.
· Group: The class is divided into pairs they are asked to compare and contrast the theme of the poem with the events and outcome of Of Mice and Men.
	

	· To analyse the choice of language and style.

	· Refer back to last lesson and the title of the poem.
· Discuss how the characters in novel are subject to fate, the title is the biggest clue of tragedy/pessimism for their dream.

· Look ate definition of a Greek Tragedy, how things end tragically and the outcome is inevitable from the outset.  Relate this to the events of the novel – how is Of Mice And Men similar to a Greek Tragedy.
	

	· Develop understanding on Steinbeck’s use of theme and animal imagery.
	· Refer back to the title and the use of mice.
· Pairs identify and list examples of how Lennie is often described as an animal, and possible reasons for this.  Link/bond with animals and nature.

Disturbance of animals in their natural environment.

· Theme –story about the rabbits.  What precedes each retelling of this story?  What is the function of telling this story to Lennie?
	Powerpoint on Lennie’s association with animals.

	· Find evidence to explore the use of animal imagery in the novel.
	· Quote quest.  Hand out the spider diagram to students, 5 points with 25 statements.

· In pairs, pupils must assign the 25 statements to the 5 points, (5 statements to each point.)

· Groups of 4, pupils must find a quote for each of the 25 statements. 
	Quote quest sheets

	· Explore the theme of isolations and loneliness.
	· Explain the nearest town is called Soledad, which means loneliness in Spanish, listen to Westlife Song – how do the Lyrics relate to the situations of characters that feel lonely and isolate?
· Discuss instance of how and where characters feel lonely and isolated.  Significance as a theme?

· Pairs identify 5 characters who are lonely or isolated.  For each of the characters come up with 5 statements.

· Pairs swap their identified characters and statements with another pair.  They must find quotes for each of the 25 statements.
	Powerpoint on isolation and loneliness.
Westlife track and lyrics - Soledad

	· Explore the theme of dreams in the novel
	· Discuss the theme of dreams.  Pupils list the characters who have dreams in the novel, and state briefly what they vare.
· Share feedback on board, pupils adding to their own lists.

· In pairs – pupil work through the dream sheet, filling in what the character’s dream was and how they have been spoilt.

· Share feedback from group, filling in grid on OHT with pupil response

· In 4’s, find quotations for 3 of the characters, to show their dream.
	Dreams worksheet

 And differentiated

	· Explore images of darkness and light in the novel
	· As pupils come into the classroom and settle down, give random students pieces of card with quotations/statements on them, as printed out below.  Do not explain why they have been given them at this point.

· When the pupils are ready to begin, give a short introduction about the use of light and darkness in the novel.  Explain that it is not used by accident, but it is part of Steinbeck’s craft.  Today, we will look at examples of this technique and we need to think originally and interpretatively about why he has done this and what effect it has on the reader.

· On the board, have two bubbles drawn with the headings: ‘Darkness’ and ‘Light’.  Have one towards the left hand side and one towards the right hand side because pupils will need to link their quote to one area, or they can put it in the middle if they don’t know or if it applies to both images.  There are no right or wrong answers about this but it encourages students to be interpretative and make decisions for them.

· Tell pupils that they will all be involved, whether they have been given a key quote or not.  They will all be involved in thinking interpretatively and sharing their ideas with the whole class.  Pupils will need to record the ‘thought shower’ in their exercise books as it builds on the board.  If they disagree with where the quote has been placed, they can put it where they like in their book.

· Invite the pupil with ‘Quote 1’ up to the front of the class, where they effectively act as the teacher.  They read the quote out and stick it on the board in the place they choose.  They have to read it aloud and allow students adequate time to copy it down.  They have to explain why they have chosen to attach it to ‘Darkness’, ‘Light’ or if they have placed it in-between.  Then they must manage a response to the interpretation of the quote (prompts are used underneath the quotes themselves).  This means that they ask the class and as students put their hands up; they take ideas and record them on the board.  Meanwhile, all the other students record the quotes and interpretations in their own books.

· Do the same for all the quotes/statements.  At the end of the lesson, pupils should have two ‘thought showers’ and should be familiar with images of darkness and light in Of Mice and Men.  
	Quote cards
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“Although there was evening brightness showing through the windows of the bunkhouse, inside it was dusk”.

This shows that the light tries to get in but never manages to penetrate the darkness.  This is important to the themes of the story because …

Crooks’ eyes

“lay deep in his head, and because of their depth seemed to glitter with intensity”.

The combination of darkness and light here implies …


“In the stable buck’s room a small electric globe threw a meagre yellow light”.

The light in Crooks’ room is ‘meagre’.  This suggests …


When Curley’s wife first appears in the bunkhouse, both Lennie and George notice that the rectangle of sunshine 
in the doorway is cut off.  This represents …

Just before Curley’s wife dies 

“the sun streaks climbed up the wall”

This suggests that …


After Curley’s wife has died: 

“the sun streaks were high on the wall by now, and the light was growing soft in the barn.”

This implies …


As the story reaches its tragic conclusion: 

“The light climbed out of the valley.”

This implies that …


As Lennie’s captors advance on him: 

“Already the sun had left the valley to go climbing up the slopes of the Gabilan Mountains, and the hill tops were rosy in the sun”

This quote suggests

OF MICE AND MEN – THE DEPRESSION





The title of the novel highlights how difficult it can be for the simplest of dreams to come true and it shows that plans can often go wrong, and that they can result in disaster instead of happiness.  It also indicates how helpless people can be in certain circumstances, when Fate turns against them.





Of Mice and Men was written in the 1930s, a period known, in America and other countries, as The Depression.  This was a time of high unemployment, which brought with it poverty, hunger and homelessness.  It followed a period in the 1920s called ‘boom time’, when there was work to be done and fortunes to be made; this probably made The Depression feel much worse.  Industry was hard hit, but rural areas suffered greatly and farmers were unable to support themselves, let alone pay off their loans or debts.





This lead to mass migration and hundreds of farmers, who had been driven off their land by severe droughts, headed west to California, where the soil was believed to be more fruitful and were there was plenty of room to live and work.





During this time racism was very common.  If black people wanted to move into so called white areas, they could only live on the poorer parts of the land.  Similarly, there was also a great deal of sexism.  Women were expected to cook, clean and behave with decorum whereas the men would go out to work, spend their leisure time in any way they chose and were always in charge.





QUESTIONS





If you are to do well in the exam, you need to show that you understand the relevance of the novel’s social and historical context.  Look at the following questions and use your knowledge of The Depression and Of Mice and Men to answer them.





Why is it hard for the men on the ranch to complain about their poor conditions or low pay?





Why do George and Lennie try so hard not to get into trouble on the ranch?





What does Crooks’ character show readers about the relationships between white people and black people?





The men habitually call Crooks ‘the nigger’.  What does this tell readers about the role of black people in 1930s America?





Is Curley’s wife a ‘typical’ woman of her time?  Explain your answer fully.











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.newi.ac.uk/englishresources/workunits/ks4/fiction/ofmicemen/images/lenniediagram.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.newi.ac.uk/englishresources/workunits/ks4/fiction/ofmicemen/images/georgediagram.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Appearance of characters





1.	Appearance of George


Denim trousers and denim coat - obviously working clothes, probably all he has.  He wears a black, shapeless hat, seems to have been worn many times and has no style about it.  Carries a tight bundle roll of his blanket, really carrying his bed on his back - no roots. “He was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong features.  Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, slender arms, a thin and bony nose.”





2.	Appearance of Lennie. 


Denim trousers and denim coat - obviously working clothes, probably all he has.  He wears a black, shapeless hat that seems to have been worn many times and has no style about it.  Carries a tight bundle roll of his blanket, really carrying his bed on his back - no roots. George’s opposite - “a huge man, shapeless of face with large, pale eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws”.





3.	The character of George.


sharp actions - “snapped the moisture off.”  “George knelt beside the pool and drank from his hand with quick scoops.” - his actions are swift and precise.  He’s more cautious about the water he drinks though - got common sense.  Gets angry for being told by the bus driver that they were nearly at the ranch when they weren’t - doesn’t like being taken advantage of.  Gets cross with lennie fairly quickly but does keep forgiving him and giving him another chance.  Knows how to get off half a day’s work by not turning up until the ranch workers have already gone off to the fields.





4.	The character of Lennie


Heavier, more clumsy actions - he’s likened to a great bear, lolling forwards without any real defined action.  He “snorted into the water like a horse”, even though the water was quite scummy.  Likes the ripples he makes, this seems to make him like a child.  He copies George’s actions, again childlike.  Forgetful - forgets what they are doing there, whether he had his work permit or not, etc.  Likes to touch soft and furry things, particularly mice and rabbits - almost like a comfort blanket, again, very childish.  “In a moment Lennie came crashing back through the brush. He carried one small willow stick in his hand.”  Doesn’t go and do the job he was sent to do, gets waylaid, like a child. Lennie likes to be reassured by George, particularly with the story of their future.  Worries when George gets cross and thinks that George may leave him.





5.	What do you learn about Lennie from the way he speaks and from what he says?





“Look what I done” – he doesn’t speak in full sentences, childlike snatches of phrases.  


“‘I forgot’ Lennie said softly.”   He’s afraid of making George angry and is ashamed.


“Lennie’s face broke into a delighted smile” - big beaming face -easily pleased.


“I...I...ain’t gonna say nothing” stammering with forgetfulness.


Lennie giggled happily - like a small child.


“He heard Lennie’s whimpering cry...Lennie’s lip quivered and tears started in his eyes.”   Lennie’s easily upset by simple things and needs lots of reassurance.


“Lennie broke in ...He laughed delightedly”.  He gets excited easily, particularly about the future dreams.


“An’ live off the fatta the land” Lennie shouted.   Gets really excited.


Lennie choked with pride - He responds to George’s praise.














6.	Describe the relationship between the two men


They are dependent on each other.  Lennie makes it easy for George to get hired because as part of a team, Lennie will work very hard and is desirable as a worker.  George takes care of Lennie and helps him through life generally.  They seem to have been through this argument of splitting up before as Lennie knows how to win George round.  Lennie is definitely led by George in all things and he obeys him pretty much without argument.  They also have a dream of having their own ranch together which they rely on each other to believe in so that they never give up hope.  They need each other for company, and as they say, their friendship is what makes them different to other workers.





7.	What do we learn of their past?


They were in Weed working, presumably on a similar type of job to the one they are going to.  They were run out of Weed because Lennie assaulted a woman by holding onto her red dress and she screamed, leading to an inflated situation from which Lennie and George had to run.  





8.	What do we learn about their immediate future?


They are about to arrive at a ranch where they are expected to arrive for jobs.  It will be another routine job but for tonight, they are going to spend the night under the stars.





9.	Describe the dreams they have of their possible future.


Like many workers, they dream of owning their own ranch and working for themselves.  The farm seems as if it will have large quantities of food and warmth and comfort.  Details are on pgs 14 - 15.  Lennie dreams particularly of being allowed to tend lots of rabbits.  Lennie believes in this future whole-heartedly although perhaps George does not. “I ain’t got time for no more” George says suddenly.  The question is “What is their situation actually like in comparison to this dream?”








What makes an interesting opening?


This is a difficult question to answer in some ways, because there is no single correct answer.  It would however, be true to say that there are a number of common elements that are often to be found in interesting story openings.





Read section one of the novel again and as you do so, complete the table below.  Write down any examples of each feature that you can find.  If you can, try to use quotations.











Elements that make for a good opening�
Evidence from Section One of Of Mice and Men that supports these points�
�
Interesting characters that you want to find out more about.�
�
�
An interesting or unusual setting that is likely to capture the interest of the reader.�
�
�
In some ways the story may be ‘straightforward’ – easy for the reader to get involved with.�
�
�
Dramatic and exciting events are an excellent way of grabbing the reader’s interest.�
�
�
Hints about exciting and important events that have taken place in the past.�
�
�
Questions are posed about the future that the reader will read on to answer.�
�
�












Of Mice and Men – The Dream





Life as a worker on the ranches is not easy.  In the first two chapters of the novel we learn about many problems that George and Lennie have to cope with.  Look back at these chapters and make a list in the table below of as may different problems as you can think of, including the evidence for each of these.  One problem is done for you.





�


For George and Lennie though, there is hope for the future.  They have a dream and they think they have a good chance of achieving it.  Use the table below to write a list of the different elements of this dream and also to explain why each is so important.


Part of the Dream�
Reason it is Important�
�
They will be working for themselves.�
At the moment the men work hard, but the bulk of the profit goes to the ranch owner.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�









�
POINT�
EVIDENCE�
EXPLANATION�
�



GEORGE


�
George is a brave man who shows courage in the novel.�



�
�
�



LENNIE


�
Lennie loves George; he is obedient and loyal.�
�
�
�



CURLEY’S WIFE


�
�
‘I think Curley’s married … a tart’.�
�
�



CURLEY


�
�
‘This guy Curley sounds like a son of a bitch to me.  I don’t like mean little guys.’�
George talks to Candy about his first impressions of Curley.�
�



CROOKS


�
Crooks gets very defensive and protective about his own space.�
�
�
�



SLIM


�
Slim is genuine and honest.  He talks to George about Lennie.�
‘He ain’t mean … I can tell a mean guy a mile off’�
�
�



CARLSON


�
�
‘Now what the hell ya suppose is eatin’ them two guys?’�
�
�



CANDY’S DOG


�
�
‘I’ll put the old devil out of his misery right now … Ain’t nothing left for him’�
The main reason Carlson has for shooting the dog is his age and disability.�
�



CANDY�
Candy is frightened of being alone in his old age.�
‘When they can me here I wisht somebody’d shoot me. .. I wont have no place to go’�
�
�
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Crooks - 


The Man Behind The Colour





In the depression black people suffered as badly as white people and in most cases a great deal worse.  They left the southern states in large numbers, hoping to find work in the big industrial cities of the north, like Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia and New York.  They found that there was no work and that racism was just as common, although perhaps not so obvious, as in the south.  Living conditions were worse than those they had left and they could not live in the white areas; there was no law against it, but it just wasn’t allowed.  In this way large ghettos of poor housing for blacks only came into being.


	Crooks is made to live in a place separate from the other men; he can’t share the life and conversation of the bunkhouse.  There was no law to say that this had to be, it just was this way.  Some trade unions even demanded the segregation of living quarters.


	Crooks is also called ‘the nigger’ by everybody.  Steinbeck gives us some idea of how common racism was by the fact that the ranch hands do not deliberately intend to insult Crooks when they call him ‘nigger’, it was just a common term and is a constant reminder that blacks were degraded in this way.  


	Curley’s wife is able to say that she could get Crooks “strung up so easy it ain’t even funny” because at the time that this novel was written, Negroes in America were treated as second class citizens, particularly those Negroes in the southern states.  An organisation known at the Ku Klux Klan tried to keep white supremacy in the southern states.  From 1920 they became so powerful that they often held high political positions and southern juries were very reluctant to ever convict KKK men for even very serious crimes.  Lynching black people was common, particularly for alleged crimes against white people.  





*	There is only one black person on the ranch in “Of Mice and Men” but can you explain how Crooks mirrors life in all of America for the majority of blacks? 


Structure your answer by relating it to each of the above paragraphs, one at a time.  �






ESSAY QUESTION


Although Curley’s Wife is not wholly likeable, she does have some positive qualities.  She gives Lennie the attention that he craves and strives to be accepted by the men.  Using what you know about her, plan an essay in response to the following question:





Do you sympathise with Curley’s Wife at the end of the novel?





Copy and complete the following table, referring to events in the novel that Curley’s Wife is involved in.  You must fill in both sides of the table.





REASONS TO FEEL SORRY FOR HER�
REASONS NOT TO FEEL SORRY FOR HER�
�
She is a very lonely woman.


The men dislike her.


Her husband visits whore houses.�
She is cruel to Crooks.


She leads Lennie on by flirting with him.














�
�



When you have completed this table, you need to produce a detailed essay plan in response to this question, remembering to look at both sides of the argument.








IS GEORGE RIGHT TO SHOOT LENNIE?





Complete this table in as much detail as possible, it will help you write the essay below.


REASONS GEORGE IS RIGHT TO KILL LENNIE�
REASONS GEORGE IS NOT RIGHT TO KILL LENNIE�
�
�



























�
�
ESSAY PLAN





INTRODUCTION


In your introduction, you need to refer to the title of the novel and the novel’s context.  How might this be relevant to the question?





GEORGE’S OPTIONS


Consider George’s options at the end of the novel.  What could he have done after realising that Lennie had killed Curley’s Wife?  Let him go?  let him be caught?





THE SHOOTING


Remind yourself of the end of the novel.  How does Steinbeck build tension?  Think about the circumstances under which the shooting takes place.





SECTION ONE – REASONS HE IS RIGHT TO SHOOT LENNIE


Think about the main reason George does this.  Think about the growing severity of Lennie’s actions.  Use the table to help you write this section.  Remember to PEE fully.





SECTION TWO – REASONS HE IS NOT RIGHT TO SHOOT LENNIE


Think about why Lennie behaves in the way that he does and also consider George’s promise to Aunt Clara.





CONCLUSION


Do you think George made the right choice?  Give reasons for your answer.








DREAMS IN ‘OF MICE AND MEN’








CHARACTER�
WHAT IS HIS/HER DREAM?�
WHY DOES HE/SHE HAVE THIS DREAM?�
WHY IS THE DREAM SPOILED?�
�



Lennie





�
�
�
�
�



George





�
�
�
�
�



Curley’s wife





�
�
�
�
�






Candy





�
�
�
�
�



Crooks








�
�
�
�
�









DREAMS IN ‘OF MICE AND MEN’








CHARACTER�
WHAT IS HIS/HER DREAM?�
WHY DOES HE/SHE HAVE THIS DREAM?�
WHY IS THE DREAM SPOILED?�
�



Lennie





�
To have a place of his own with George, and to look after rabbits.�
�
�
�



George





�
�
�
�
�



Curley’s wife





�
�
Because nobody pays her any attention.�
�
�






Candy





�
�
�
Because when Lennie kills Curley’s wife, George does not want to carry on without him�
�



Crooks








�
To go along with Lennie, George and Candy, and be accepted into their dream of having their own place.  He wants to live with other people.�
�
�
�
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Character Outline - Lennie 







How do we know Lennie is lonely?



Write down some reasons why you think Lennie is lonely. 







See if you can find any quotes to back your reason. 
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Character Outline – Crooks











What sort of possessions does Crooks have in his room?



What does this tell us about his isolation?
























